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Thursday 9th 
May 

Parents &  
Carers Day  
Stall $1-$6 

Friday 10th 
May 

Book Club due 
No late orders 

Thursday 16th 
May 

Foundation & Grade 3-4 

Excursion Notes 
Due 

Tuesday 21st 
May 

Foundation 
Edendale Farm 
Excursion 

Friday 24th 
May 

Grade 3-4  
Organ Pipes 
Excursion 

26-52 Eldorado Cres. 
Meadow Heights 3048 
Phone:-9309 7626 
Fax:-9309 7662 
www.bethalps.vic.edu.au 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents and Friends, 
 
Welcome back to Term 2.  I hope you all had a relaxing holiday and enjoyed having the  
children at home.  I’m sure the students have come back eager to do lots of learning.  This will be a very  
exciting term with lots happening.  
 
STAFFING  
Mr Stafford has been appointed Principal of Reservoir Views.  We would like to thank him for his leadership 
at Bethal and wish him well in the future.  We are now in the process of interviewing for another assistant 
principal to start in the role during this term. Ms Cinzia Ziccone has been provisionally  
appointed as an ES staff member.  Cinzia will be starting in week 3. 

SCHOOL TIMES 
All children must be picked up by 3.45pm.  School finishes at 3.30pm and children will be  
supervised until 3.45.  Teachers then have meetings to attend.  As we are heading into the colder  
weather, children should not be left out in the cold, waiting to be picked up after school. 
 
YEAR 6 -7 TRANSITION 
It is that time of the year where year 6 students and their parents need to choose a secondary school.  
I encourage you to take the opportunity to visit schools and attend information sessions at the secondary 
schools to make an informed decision and choose the school that suits your child.  Year 6 students should 
have received transition forms to complete.  Families will be able to use the ‘Find My School’ department 
website to find the local school for their children.  This is the school which your child is designated to attend 
according to your home address.  Some schools have an enrolment ceiling and won’t enrol students from 
outside the area.   
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Pupil of  the WEEK 2 Term 2 

Prep A Ennis 

Prep B Ayanna 

Prep C Reem 

1A Melis 

1B Rayaan 

1/2A Tristan 

2A Ayse 

2B Jessica 

3A Yunus 

3B Sma 

4A Mariam 

4B Hamza 

5/6A Keely 

5/6B Gulnisa 

5/6C Marvena 

Spanish N/A 

Art 
N/A 

EAL N/A 

P.E N/A 

Music N/A 

 
ENROLMENTS 2020 

We are now taking enrolments for 2020.  Parents will need to bring along a birth certificate or passport as 
well as immunisation records to the office to enrol at the school.  If you wish to enrol a child for  
Foundation (Prep), they must turn five before April 30th, 2020. 
If you would like a tour of the school, please call the school. 
 
KINDERGARTEN 

All our kindergarten groups are now at full capacity.  We have a waiting list for any families wishing to 
enrol their child for this year. Enrolments for 2020 are now being taken at the Hume Council offices. You 
need to choose Bethal Kindergarten as your 1st preference. 
 
ASSEMBLIES 

We will be returning to whole school assemblies on alternate Monday afternoons.  The assemblies will be 
held in the BER building and we will be looking at the seating arrangements so we can fit the whole school 
in the building. The next assembly will be on Monday 13th May. 
 
Mrs T. DeMercurio 
Principal 
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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As you are aware, the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for Years 3, 5, 
7 and 9 students is held in May each year. NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skills in Writing, 
Reading, Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. The results of the 
tests provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals and can be used to improve  
student achievement. 
 
In 2018, NAPLAN began transitioning from a paper based test to an online assessment 
(i.e., students complete the tests utilising a computer or tablet). NAPLAN Online delivers numerous  
benefits including: 
 

a ‘tailored test’ design that adapts to correct and incorrect student responses providing a more precise 
understanding of student achievement; 

 
innovative use of technology, including a more engaging test design and a wider range of item types; 

 
the extension of the ‘test window’ to two weeks, allowing schools greater opportunity to schedule the 

tests at times that suit them best and increasing student participation. 
 
Our school is conducting NAPLAN Online in 2019. This means that from 14 – 24 May 2019, students at 
our school will undertake all NAPLAN tests online in place of the paper tests. 
Please note that our Year 3 students will continue to complete the Writing test as a paper test. 
 
All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN Online tests. Catch up tests will be available for 
individual students who are absent on test days up to and including Friday 24 
May 2019. 
 
Support can be arranged for students with disabilities, if the student regularly uses similar support for 
classroom assessment tasks. 
 
Exemptions may be granted to students with significant intellectual disabilities and to students who have 
been learning English for less than one year. If your child is eligible for support due to disability or 
 exemption, you should discuss this with his/her teacher prior to the tests. Parental consent is required 
before any support due to disability or exemption is granted. 
 
Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by 
parents and carers in consultation with the principal. If, after consultation, you decide to withdraw your 
child, you must sign a Student Withdrawal form. These forms are available at the school. 
 
While it is anticipated that NAPLAN Online will be successfully implemented in 2019, there are a range of 
contingencies in place to deal with the unlikely occurrence of significant issues. 
 
These contingencies include extended testing windows and the printing of paper-based test for all  
participating schools. 
 
Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. The report will describe your child’s 
particular skills in Reading, Writing, Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and 
Numeracy. The report will also show how your child performed in relation to national minimum standards. 
These describe the minimum acceptable standards for students across Australia. 
 
I am confident that the information you receive as a result of your child’s participation in the 
NAPLAN tests will be valuable in helping you to assess your child’s progress in literacy and numeracy. 
 
For more information about NAPLAN Online, please visit the VCAA website at 
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP website at www.nap.edu.au 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Teresa De Mercurio 
Principal 
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Grade 1 /2 Excursion to the Gould League 
On Tuesday 30th April, the grade 1 /2’s visited the Gould League Sustainability Education Centre.  It 
was a wonderful day, with many new experiences. 
Students learnt about the 3R’s:  Reduce, Reuse and Recycle.  They entered the ‘Incredible Shrinking  
Machine’ where they learnt about the importance of creepy crawlies in the compost bin.  They used  
magnifying glasses to observe worms and were involved in the re-enactment of the making of  
aluminium cans. 
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Good Friday Appeal Results 
Pyjama Day 

        A BIG THANK YOU to all the students and their  families for  
their kind donations to the recent Good Friday Appeal. Students and 
staff enjoyed wearing their pyjamas to school and it was a great event 
to start off the school holidays too. This community kindness resulted 
in a grand total of $1050 which was a magnificent effort. Our  
certificate of thanks is in the mail and this will be on display in the  
office foyer soon. 
Thank you Mrs Whiting. 
             

MONDAY CANTEEN TERM 2 
This term the Monday canteen will not  

operate every week but host a few special 
lunch days so stay tuned……  
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The Department of Education and early Childhood Development and this school, do not endorse the products or 

services of any private advertiser or notice contained in this newsletter. No responsibility is accepted by the         

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development or this school for the accuracy of information          

contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

 


